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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 November 2005 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 13-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 13-23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on 11/3/05 has been entered. Claims 1-12 are canceled and new 
claims 13-23 are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 13-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Brick et al (US 
6,269,342 Bl). 

As per claim 13, Brick discloses a computerized method of performing a delta update of 
an electronic shelf label (ESL) (see fig. 10) comprising: (a) comparing a first data image 
including a first table of a plurality of registers of said ESL and current contents (current contents 
being current data or current price of displayed products) of said registers (first data image is 
interpreted to be data displaying the current price list on the display screen of the registers (see 
fig. 12A, table 314)) with a second data image including a second table of said registers and 
planned contents (planned contents being new data or new price of displayed products to become 
effective) of said registers (second data image is interpreted to be data displaying the temporary 
price list on the display screen of the registers wherein it is comparing the old price list with the 
new price lice and the effective date and time to change the ESL (see fig. 12B, table 316)) to 
determine a number of said registers less than all of said registers whose planned contents are 
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different than corresponding current contents (computer 312 determines which one of the POS 
terminals or registers 370 to do a temporary or periodic price update (see fig. 10)); and (b) 
scheduling a message for transmission to the ESL updating only the number of said registers to 
include corresponding planned contents (cpu determines that a price needs to be change for a 
product, sends information to the programming device 200 to change said particular product 
price needed to be changed and updates information relating thereto, said programming device 
200 would then signal to the user, either visually or message prompt, or through an audio tone or 
both to change the information displayed on the shelf tag (col. 10, lines 43-60, fig. 9)). 

As per claim 14, Brick discloses a method further comprising: (c) receiving an indication 
that an update to one or more of said registers may be necessary prior to step (a) (col. 10, lines 
43-60, fig. 9). 

As per claim 15, Brick discloses a method further comprising: (c) reading the first data 
image from a source of current ESL data (see fig. 12 A, current price list). 

As per claim 16, Brick discloses a method further comprising: reading the second data 
image from a source of product data (see fig. 12B, temporary pricing database including product 
ID with old and new prices and an effective date and time). 

As per claim 17, Brick discloses a method further comprising: (c) creating a third data 
image including a third table with only said number of registers and the corresponding planned 
contents prior to step (b) (see fig. 12D, periodic price changes database with an alternate price 
period and an alternate effective price). 

As per claim 18, Brick discloses a computerized method of performing a delta update of 
an electronic shelf label (ESL) (see fig. 10) comprising: (a) receiving an indication to perform an 
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update of a plurality of registers of said ESL by an ESL manager program (col. 10, lines 43-60, 
fig. 9); (b) reading a first data image including a first table of said registers and current contents 
(current contents being current data or current price of displayed products) of said registers from 
current ESL data by the ESL manager program (first data image is interpreted to be data 
displaying the current price list on the display screen (see fig. 12A, table 314)); obtaining a 
second data image including a second table of said registers and planned contents of said 
registers from product data using a data reader program by the ESL manager program (planned 
contents being new data or new price of displayed products to become effective, see also fig. 9, 
reader and programmer 200); (d) comparing the first data image with the second data image to 
determine a number of said registers less than all of said registers whose planned contents are 
different than corresponding current contents by the ESL manager program (comparing old price 
list (first image data) with the new price lice (second image data) (see fig. 12B, table 316)); (e) 
creating a third data image including a third table with only said number of registers and the 
corresponding planned contents by the ESL manager program (third image data is interpreted to 
be the periodic price changes database to update the ESL (see fig. 12D, table 317)); and (f) 
sending the third data image to a CBS manager program for transmission to the ESL by the ESL 
manager program (updating the ESL with the periodic price with the host computer being the 
CBS manager program managing the different updates of the ESL). 

As per claim 19, Brick discloses an electronic shelf label (ESL) system comprising: an 
ESL including a plurality of registers (fig. 10, 370) and a display for displaying information (see 
fig. 1); and a host computer (see fig. 10, 312) for comparing a first data image including a first 
table of a plurality of registers of said ESL and current contents (current contents being current 
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data or current price of displayed products) of said registers (first data image is interpreted to be 
data displaying the current price list on the display screen of the registers (see fig. 12 A, table 
314)) with a second data image including a second table of said registers and planned contents 
(planned contents being new data or new price of displayed products to become effective) of said 
registers (second data image is interpreted to be data displaying the temporary price list on the 
display screen of the registers wherein it is comparing the old price list with the new price lice 
and the effective date and time to change the ESL (see fig. 12B, table 316)) to determine a 
number of said registers less than all of said registers whose planned contents are different than 
corresponding current contents (computer 312 determines which one of the POS terminals or 
registers 370 to do a temporary or periodic price update (see fig. 10)); and (b) scheduling a 
message for transmission to the ESL updating only the number of said registers to include 
corresponding planned contents (cpu determines that a price needs to be change for a product, 
sends information to the programming device 200 to change said particular product price needed 
to be changed and updates information relating thereto, said programming device 200 would then 
signal to the user, either visually or message prompt, or through an audio tone or both to change 
the information displayed on the shelf tag (col. 10, lines 43-60, fig. 9)). 

As per claim 20, Brick discloses a system wherein the computer is also for receiving an 
indication that an update to one or more of said registers may be necessary (col. 10, lines 43-60, 
fig. 9). 

As per claim 21, Brick discloses a system wherein the computer is also for reading the 
first data image from current ESL data (see fig. 12 A, current price list). 
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As per claim 22, Brick discloses a system wherein the computer is also for reading the 
second data image from product data (see fig. 12B, temporary pricing database including product 
ID with old and new prices and an effective date and time). 

As per claim 23, Brick discloses a system wherein the computer is also for creating a 
third data image including a third table with only said number of registers and the corresponding 
planned contents, and for scheduling transmission of the third data image as part of the message 
(see fig. 12D, periodic price changes database with an alternate price period and an alternate 
effective price; also see col. 10, lines 43-60, fig. 9 regarding scheduling of message). 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant argues that Brick only "compares message addresses with ESL addresses not 
current memory contents with planned contents" and fails to disclose the newly added limitations 
"comparing a first image data including a first table of a plurality of register of said ESL and 
current contents of said registers with a second data image including a second table of said 
registers and planned contents of said registers to determine a number of registers less than all of 
said registers whose planned contents and, for scheduling a message for transmission to the ESL 
updating only the number of said registers to include corresponding planned contents." In 
response to Applicant's arguments, see above rejection and Brick further discloses a control unit 
332 that compares the received tag ID to a tag ID stored in memory 334, if there is a match, 
control unit sends signals display unit 340 to modify the display to reflect the received new price 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/044,02 1 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3627 

and then broadcasts an acknowledge signal to host computer 312 acknowledging completion of 
the update (col. 13, line 40 to col. 14, line 2). Applicant's arguments have been overcome and 
claims 13-23 are finally rejected. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571) 272-6784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:30am - 6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ronald Laneau 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
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